Benton County Historical Society & Museum

P.O. Box 426
218 1st Street North
Sauk Rapids, Mn 56379

Phone: 322539614
Fax:322539614
E-mail:bchsmus@bentoncountyhistorical.com

http://mnbentonhistory.org

Board Members, Staff, Volunteers and Meeting Information

Board of Directors Staff

Jack Tolive® Military Support
Miles Christie-Office Support &
Military Support

Meredith DePree& Office Sup-
port

0 But ch Qyap dsh@e¥&lftive Director

President:Ernie Wollak
Vice President:Char Dhein
Treasurer:Renee Kampa
SecretaryJean Stark
Director: Ea r |
Director: Pat Gerchy

Monthly Meetings Scheduled
July 17, 2012
August 21, 2012

Board Meetings are held on the third S€Ptémber 18, 2012
Tuesday of each month. Meetings st@¢tober 16, 2012
time are 6:30pm unless otherwise pog{§gember 20, 2012
on the front door of the Museum.

Director: Randy Schafer

Director: Merle Stowe

Director: Lorane Walsh

Meeting schedules may be changed by
Board motion and approval or meetings
may be cancelled due to inclement
weather. This information will also be
posted at the museum when necessary.

preserving the Past for the present and the future

Volunteers & Staff

Fred Joestin@ Research Specialist
Marjean Keeh® Research
Andy Schwalboskd Research & Displays

Caren Kalend#® Oral Interviews, BCHS
Tour & Data Input

Bob Kalenda BCHS Tour and Data In-
put

Wendy WheelerHistory Mystery and
Photography

Jan Rothanbur@ Photography

John Stafne® Database Coordinator &
Website

Maureen Athmard Transcriptionist

Jenny Joseph®Displays & Resource
Support

Jenny De Wented Museum Support

Thanks to our volunteers!

Benton County Historical Society & Museum

Benton county NewsLines

JULY 2012 July 31st 8 August 5th -Benton County Fair!

Benton County Fair-The 100th Anniversary !

Come on down to the Benton County Fair to celebrate 100 years of local agriculture and commur

Ed Sowa, a local historian left the community a great history on the beginnings of the Benton Col
Fair and here is some of it:

The Articles of Incorporation was signed by cc
munity members on the 19th of May, 1913 ar
option to purchase the land for the Benton Co
Fairgrounds was signed in August 1913.

The land that the Fairgrounds sits on was 14 ¢
of bush and sever al | B
totaled 15% acres. The first Fair was held on SRS Al
18th, 19th, and 20th of September of th3 191 [EE=—=—_

THESTOU ML+
year. =

At the time, the site they picked out was consi
an ideal spot as it was located on the boundary of

Sauk Rapids and St. Cloud. Transportation was readily available to come to and from the Fair as
streetcar line ran just one block from the entrance to the Fair. At the time, it was known as Grand
Street, by todayds name it is 2nd Avenue.

The trains running on the other side of the grounds allowed the circus to come to town because it
easily available to load and unload the animals. During these early years, even the railroad, durir
Fair dates had reduced rates for passengers.

The first year premiums amounted to over $1300 to exhibitors.

The Minnesota Governor at the time, Governor Eberhart was in attendance and gave a lengthy
speech, paying high tribute to the prosperity of the county and its surroundings.

Tents were used for the first shelters, as the buildings had not been built yet. Entertainment that
was a variety of activities including: tug of war between farmers clubs of the county, barrel races,
yard dash, team pulling contest, ball games between towns.

So come on down and Join us all in celebration at the Benton County Fair!

Volunteers and Demonstrators Needed For the Fair Booth!

We wi | | be doing a display and handling som
County Fair. If you have some time, | have some open hours on WednesatayéBeshoon),
Thursday, (most of the day) Friday (most of the day) and Saturday (varied times during the day)
buildings are open from 10&mm and if you have some time to sit with the booth or would like to
share a demonstration of crafts, skills or eduéaiiease give me a call at-2634 and | will be

happy to get you on the schedule!
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Red Wing to Hong Kongd New Book by: Peggy Seiz Turner and Rolf Turner

Our newest release of book came into the museum last week and we were happy to see it!

We first mePeggy Seiz Turnewhen she came into the museum looking to do some research on the military
and to get some pictures of the medals, documents and other military items she had donated to the museum
before. We found the items and she explained her dission wr i t e a book of her br

Her brotherDonald Seiz served as a pilot in the military during WWII. He sent letters home while he was in

coll ege and when he was in the military. After D
too painful and when Peggy found the |l etters aft
dream was started. At 90 years oyoungo6, she wa

the passion she had, that it would be done! The book has been delivered and after reading it, | am impresse
how wel | Peggyds dream and mission have been put
and her familyds |ives! A beavutiful story with

Peggyds meticulous dedication and a passion for
to Jack Toliver about the battles, the war and the necessary detailing she needed to put the story together. ¢
also kept busy talking to everyone she could fa_puihe pieces she could together, with the letters. Her son,
Rolf Turner jumped in with his flying experience (as a pilot and an instructegdawdng to Hong ksotig

product of their dedication, time and research.

We have copies at the museum for your purchase ($19.95 plus sales tax) or you can order your copy: Check
Money Order ($25.00 includes shipping) can also be sent to: Popple Creek Air 6953 Golden Spike Rd NE, S
Rapids, Mn 56379

Left: Front Cover and
Back Cover of Red
Wing to Hong Kong by
Peggy Seiz Turner and
Rolf Turner

RED WING
HONG KONG

Words, once they are
printed, have a life of
WKHLU RZQ«

Peggy Seiz Turner
g8y Carol Burnett

- “Rolf Turner
il @ 8
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Donations April, May and JuneT2@hks To All!

Cliff Johnsord Sauk Rapids artiBonna Jarved Cows 6 pi cture and oWinterodo p
color author Sharon Nieters (Rice), newspaper articles, Gold N Plump packaging items.

Karen Machulad old copy newspapers and clippings

Lois C. Andersonwo mends hats and hat

boxes, mends top ha

Diane Haffner, Michelle Peacock, Cheryl RebeSauk Rapids Indian Days Boys Costume that was worn by

Ronald Reberg in 1967, buttons and bumper sticker from Indian Days, Newspapers, wedding dress cover, sl
tom chenille top (Aunt Ella Verkines) 1915 Piane
toddl er overalls, Tech high School alumni directo
chamber Indian headdress bonnet, Lions Club patches, hat and packet information, Raleigh cigarette coupol
Chamber of Commerce Indian Head sign for new business pubddstimhpainted by Howard Reberg

Dolores Supanliteratur@ travel and nursing, yearbook, German Book and maps

Mark Erickson-Hem Measuring Stick

Marge Keehr8 Track tapes, Radio Player, numerous pictures scanned, Book

City of Sauk Rapid$ 1990 Community Room plaque , City Hall Plaque of Councilmember's from old city hall
Alphonse Halfmand Veterinary diploma for Al Cota of the Cota Barns in Duelm

Georgia Plumadoré Vintage Easter/Get Well greeting Cards

Tom SauerPolish Notebook Foley Development Midp60

Bill & Kathy Holroyd & caricature plaque of hunteii st er s, chil drends met al t
18581958 State Celebration, 8 military books. Cigar box, grape crocheted trivets, handkerchief/napkin,
mat chbook, Readerdés Digest Copy

Alberta Township-Birth & Death Records from the township fdepied

Bernie Wesenberd Three picturgsone of Rosemary super and Bernie, one of Bernie sitting inside Schwankl
Drug at the counter, one of Bernie and her sister Lorraine in front of old Sauk Rapids,pridQe

entrance.
beautiful thing

Wendy WheeledTwo Roné&és Cabinets business promotion golt

we can
Joanne Carli® Marriage certificate for Mamie Schroeder & William Barthelemy, Leisure
Hat (Williamds) Pipes, Tobacco Cani stepprenceighe; o py

Rita (Thiessen) Bartlett/ Judith BergersonEstey Organ from Grace Episcopal, Pictufysterious. Itis

of church & house, Bible hymisaing book the source of all

Teresa A. Baroi St. Cloud Diocese Registry Newspaper and 5 unidentified photos true art and
Maxine Olsond Office Chair of Burton Olson science.

Marjean Keehr One telephone cover, Manual Radio, Sauk Rapids High School Play infor-
mation/documents Albert Einstein

Gordon Rehded metal car, straight edge razor, business guide, frameddfi@adGerman picture, German
reading book, ice shaver, Sign Making kit, Printing kit, frying pan, compass, ashtray, 1914 High School Annc
ment



