
wedding party members. The 

groom died, but the bride sur-

vived with injuries.   

Other parts of the documentary 

will include Mary Lahammerõs 

personal  family tragedy of her 

grandmotherõs involvement 

with the Appleton tornado, 

the deaths, injuries and 

devastation including the 

loss of their family mem-

bers. 

We have seen some of the 

video clips and previews of 

the documentary and it is great!  

We  look forward to viewing of 

the program in its entirety  on 

October 8 at 9:20pm on tpt-2! 

We are hoping that you will take 

the time to view it too! 

Mary Lahammer who is the Alma-

nac: At the Capitol host and Alma-

nac: political reporter for tpt re-

cently focused her efforts on put-

ting together a documentary on the 

deadliest weather events for Min-

nesota. 

One of the focuses was the Sauk 

Rapids, St Cloud, Rice area tor-

nado that happened on April 14, 

1886. Starting in St. Cloud, the 

cyclone did damage in  that area, 

but jumped the river and devas-

tated the town site of  Sauk Rap-

ids.  With  death tolls in the 70õs 

and injuries of hundreds of people; 

this tornado still ranks as the Num-

ber One weather event for Minne-

sota.   

Mary features information, pic-

tures, and a reð enactment of the 

Rice wedding story in this docu-

mentary.   

Fred Joesting, our research spe-

cialist, did the narration for the 

Benton County Historical Society.  

Be sure to watch the program on 

tpt-2 on October 8, 2009 at 

9:30pm.  We are very grateful for 

his participation as he did a 

beautiful job on the history of our 

area!  

John Decker from Stearns 

County History Center did the 

narration for the St. Cloud his-

tory.  He did a wonderful job as 

well. 

One of the unique features of the  

documentary is the wedding re-

enactment of Henry Frietag and 

Minnie Schultz.  The re-

enactment was shot in the prai-

rie of the Bend In The River Park 

in the Rice area.  This is not very 

far from the original Schultz 

farm, where the tornado hit, in-

juring and killing some of the 

Mary Lahammer has been a program host and political reporter for Twin Cities Public Television since 1998.  She has won several Em-

mys and numerous awards in several states for her anchoring., reporting, producing and photography.  Lahammer was named òBest TV 

Reporteró by Minnesota Monthly and òBest Newscasteró by City Pages Magazine. Maryõs trademark has been getting politicians to open 

up and trust her including Governors like Jesse Ventura, Tim Pawlenty, and Senators Mark Dayton and Norm Coleman.  She has pro-

duced a variety of documentaries on topics such as global trade missions, candidates revealing life stories and Minnesota history. 

Mary is a native Minnesotan who began attending the University of Minnesotaõs Honors College at 15, where she went on to graduate 

with Phi Beta kappa and Summa Cum Laude honors.  She holds degrees in Journalism and Mass Communications and Constitutional 

Law History from the U of M.  She served as President of the Alumni Board at the Uõs journalism school. 

 

 

Mary  Lahammer is the reporter that is 

featuring the òMinnesotaõs Deadliest 

Tornadoó documentary on tpt-2 October 

8th at 9:30pm 
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P a g e  2  N e w s l e t t e r  T i t l e  

Pictured aboveð a logging section sometime in the 1920õs with logs in storage piles. 

Original filing documents for the òCross -Girdle -Crowfootó branding logmark which 

identified the Logs of David P. Chapman and George Goodhue Jr.  

We try to find interesting  pictures and information on Benton County History to put in the 

newsletter!  

For this newsletter, Fred Joesting found the original document filed in Benton County in 1850 

for David P. Chapman and George Goodhue Jr. to register their log mark ( Picture Below). The 

documents had to be filed with the òlog marksó  that were to be branded on the ends and on 

the sides of each log.  Logs were run down the rivers by the logging men ( called drivers) and 

then the logs were placed in storage boons at the respective mills along the river. ( See Above 

picture)  



In House Volunteers: 

Fred Joestingð Research Specialist 

Marjean Keehrð Research 

Andy Schwalboski-Research & Displays 

Caren Kalendað Data Input/Oral Interview 

Jack Toliverð Military Support 

Jenny DeWinter-Museum Support 

John Stafneyð Database Support 

Lorane Walshð Cemetery Suport 

Maureen Athmanð Oral Interview Transcriber 

Ron Zurekð Webmaster 

 

Hours and Contact Information 

Benton County Historical Societyõs Mu-

seum is open Monday thru Friday 10am-

4pm 

Appointments are available for after 

hours, tours, visits and travel requests. 

Phone:  320-253-9614 

Fax: 320-253-9614 

Email: bchsmus@charterinternet.com 

Meeting are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 

every month at 6:30pm 

October  19th, 2009 

November  16th, 2009 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r õ s  C o r n e r 

M u s e u m  I n f o r m a t i o n  
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Staff:  

Mary Ostby ð Executive Director  

Meredith DePree ð Office Support  

Miles Christie ð Office Support/Military Support  

Jack Toliverð Military Support  

The weather outside is suggestive of Fall. A little bit cool, a little bit rainy, with the leaves 

finally turning!  A change of seasons with the weather and people will be going back to the 

family/history projects that they work on in the colder, winter months!  

We, of course had some excitement with Fred Joesting narrating the documentary on 

òMinnesotaõs Deadliest Tornadoesó.  Fred did an amazing narration job from the clips that I 

have seen!  Fred does an excellent job at everything he does and was a òNaturaló in doing 

the TV spot for the documentary!  How fortunate we are to have Fred helping us at the Mu-

seum!  We are excited to have the opportunity to reach a broader public community with 

our resources and information!  

We got notification that the City of Sauk Rapids and Benton County Government will be 

cutting our budget amounts for the coming 2010 year.  We are in the same boat as a lot of 

other non - profits, and that is trying to do more for less.  We will be trying to come up with 

some creative ideas for new funding sources, and encouraging people of the community to 

join us with memberships.   

I would like to take a moment and just thank all our members for everything they do from 

memberships, to donating resource materials and artifacts!  You are the ones that make 

this organization a worthwhile one!     Till next time -  

                                                                               Mary Ostby  



P a g e  4  N e w s  L i n e s  

From time to time we get information on workshops and programs offered around the area.  We recently 

received the notice below and have it posted at the museum for everyone to see.  I try to get them in the 

newsletter so that all members can be aware of the upcoming programs. 
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-Edith Ann (Liliy Tomlin)  


